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religious cause, but the spirit which animated it was
mainly one of mischief, or of disorder, or of panic.
But mobs have now come more and more to be the
organs of definite opinions. Spanish mobs have im-
partially worn all colours ; but the French mob
which overthrew the government of the elder Bour-
bons in 1830, while it had a distinct political object
in its wish to defeat the aggressive measures of the
Xing, had a further bias towards Ultra-Radicalism
or Republicanism, which showed itself strongly in
the insurrectionary movements that followed the
accession of Louis Philippe to the throne. The mob,
which in 1848 overturned the government of the
younger Bourbons, aimed at establishing a Republic,
but it had also a leaning to Socialism ; and the
frightful popular insurrection of June 1848 was
entirely Socialistic. At present, whenever in Europe
there is a disturbance like those created by the old
inobs, it is in the interest of the parties which style
themselves Irreconcileable, and which refuse to sub-
mit their opinions to the arbitration of any govern-
ments, however wide be the popular suffrage on
which they are based. But besides their character,
mobs have changed their armament. They formerly
wrought destruction by the undisciplined force of
sheer numbers ; but the mob of Paris, the most suc-
cessful of all mobs, owed its success to the Barricade.
It has now lost this advantage j and a generation